
Welcome to the  

Bolduc House Museum  

in  

Sainte Genevieve, Missouri 

 

 

Did you know 

that Louis 

Bolduc built 

this house in 

around 1792? 

Did you know 

that this part of 

Missouri was 

settled by French 

colonial 

Americans? 

Did you know that the 

Bolduc House is a vertical 

log poteaux sur solle 

structure with a hipped 

roof supported by a 

Norman truss system? 

Did you know that 

Napoleon made a 

secret treaty with 

Spain in order to be 

able to sell Louisiana 

to the United States? 

Can you explain 

why Kaskaskia 

became British in 

1763 but Ste. 

Genevieve did 

not? 

Which came 

first: St. Louis or 

Ste. Genevieve? 

Can you name three 

Native American 

tribes who lived in 

the vicinity of Ste. 

Genevieve? 

Where did the Spanish 

commandant live when 

Spain governed Ste. 

Genevieve? 

Did you know that the 

French Colonial Americans 

had Native American and 

African slaves? 

Did you know that 

colonial Ste. 

Genevieve provided 

St. Louisô wheat? 

Did you know that this 

area has been called 

Illinois Country, Spanish 

Illinois, Louisiana, and 

Missouri Territory? 

Have you heard 

the story about 

the Louis 

Bolducôs stone 

wall that once 

disappeared over-

night? 

Can you count to 

ten in French?  

Do you know 

how salt was 

produced at the 

nearby Saline 

Creek in the 

eighteenth 

century? 

Gallerie 

Bousilliage Vertical Logs 

Cedar Shakes 

Hipped Roof 

Stockade Fence 

A unique authentic example of a Creole poteaux sur solles vertical log house in 

its original setting, the Bolduc House was built c. 1792 by Louis Bolduc 

Have you seen Zuts, the 

Bolduc House Museum 

Squirrel, who, believe it or 

not, knows how to read 

and write? Find him on 

Facebook and Twitter. 

Open year-round except for Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christmas, New 

Years Eve and New Years Dayð10-4  Monday ïSaturday and 12-4 Sunday 



 

 

Touch the vertical logs which have been here since 

George Washington was the president of the United 

States in Philadelphia. 

 

Riddle: George Washington was never the president of 

Ste. Genevieve. 

 

Notice both of the flags.  

The one with three gold fleur de lis is the flag of 

the Bourbon dynasty who ruled France until the 

French Revolution. 

 

Fact: The last Bourbon King Louis XVI and his wife, 

Marie Antoinette, were beheaded by guillotine in 1793, 

the year after the Bolduc House was built. 

 

The flag with the three red owls is the Bolduc 

family crest.  

 

Fact: Pierre Bolduc was the apothecary 

to Louis XIV. The Louis Bolduc who 

built this house is the fifth generation 

from Pierre, the apothecary. 

 

 

 

 

Do you know why a stockade fence surrounded each 

French Colonial home in town in the 18th century? 

Pick the correct answer: 

A. To protect the house from wolves and bears 

B. To keep the cows and pigs out of the garden 

C. To guard against Indian attacks 

 

Fact: The 1993 Flood threatened but did not flood the 

Bolduc House 

Do you know why the chandelier has a hook on it? Pick 

the correct answer: 

A. To make it easy to move 

B. To raise it so no one bumps their head while 

dancing 

C. To hang herbs and ornaments from 

 

In the Salon, the table is set for dinner. The guests will 

be two children, seven year old American Henry 

Brackenridge and Louis Bolducôs oldest grand-

daughter, six year old Elizabeth Parent. 

 

Fact: Henryôs father sent him to Ste. Genevieve in 1793 

to learn French. He stayed for three years, learned to 

shoot arrows from the neighboring Indian boys, and 

made and played with clay marbles with the French 

boys. 

 

The table is set with a hand painted Quimper faience 

bowl. 

 

Find the pantierre. It looks like a wooden cage on the 

wall. Guess what it was used for. 

Hint: Pain is the French word for bread. 

 

Notice the lingering flood damage on the armoire.  

 

Fact: Because of repeated floods between 1780-1785, 

the town relocated to its present site in 1792. 

 

The Gallerie 

The Salon 

 

Sign up today to join 

Zutsô Birthday Club 

 

 

 

 

 
 

And ask about holding your next birthday  
party at the Bolduc House Museum 

bolduchouse@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

 

New Madrid Earthquake 
Bicentennial Exhibit 
December 16- February 7th 

 
Join us January 22, 2012 

Noon ï4PM 

Earthquake Sunday  

Dr. Frank Nickell talk  

&  

Hymns inspired by the 

earthquakes & More!  

 EAT! SHOP! SLEEP! 

In  

Historic Downtown Ste. Genevieve 

 

 

 

 

Japanese 

Etegami by 

Dosanko Debbie 

in the Linden 

House Gallery; 

 

Contemporary 

responses to the 

1811-1812 

Earthquakes & 

Photos of the 

2010 Haitian 

Earthquake in 

the LeMeilleur 

House 


